National Philanthropy Day in Colorado

Suggestions for a Strong Application

· Keep in mind that the selection committee may not know your nominee.  Being as specific and detailed as possible is helpful.  

· Answer each question separately and completely

· Allow yourself enough time to gather all the information

· Identify ahead of time who to ask for the (2) letters of support 

· Focus on Colorado efforts only

· Remember, the selection committee evaluates nominations solely on the information you submit

· Be Specific

· Describe projects in which your nominee has been involved (both past and present) that best demonstrate your nominee’s commitment to philanthropy and volunteerism

· Include details about your nominee’s involvement in each project

· Report the results obtained or the outcome of each project, using data, if applicable

· Highlight Your Nominee’s Impact on Others

· Explore the depth of your nominee’s philanthropic work by talking with others (peers, colleagues, employees, other groups they are affiliated with, etc.) 

· Provide examples that demonstrate how your nominee’s efforts have made a difference in the community and in the lives of others

· Discuss how your nominee has encouraged or motivated others to become involved

· Make it Personal 

· Add some feeling to your nomination - philanthropy is all about ‘heart!’

· Share an inspirational story or some anecdotal information

· Shed some light on the personality of the nominee or the culture of the business

· Add a quote from your nominee (or others) to reveal your nominee’s personality or philosophy on helping others

· Be Persistent

· This is an extremely competitive process, so if your nominee doesn’t win, try again next year.  Persistence pays off!
